it Christmas Tree Quilt
Malvern Quilters 2025

Evening star/Sawtooth star

Suggested method is Fast Flying geese

Malvern Quilters will be making a Christmas Tree quilt to enter into Worcester Cathedral's Christmas Tree Festival
2025. The 2024 Festival was the biggest so far, with decorated trees from charities, schools, businesses and
community groups.

Teresa has designed the quilt, which will be stitched by members of Malvern Quilters in different stages.

Tree structure

The tree structure will be in different sections, designed to showcase different patchwork techniques. These sections
will be stitched by members during meetings and at Sit & Sew days (dates to be announced).

Summer Challenge 2025

Over the summer break, members will stitch a star with navy fabric (supplied by Malvern Quilters) and their own
fabric: white-on-white, cream-on-cream, or silver or gold on white or cream.

The following instructions are for a basic Sawtooth Star. If you wish, you may make any star block, providing that:

e The navy Ditte fabric is used for the background
e Star colours are white, white-on-white, cream, cream-on-cream, gold or silver on white or cream
e The size of your star is 3%2”, so it will be 3” when stitched into the quilt
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https://www.worcestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/christmas-tree-festival-2024

Requirements for four blocks
Blocks will be 3%” x 314" unfinished, so 3” x 3” when joined.

* Navy Ditte background (supplied by Malvern Quilters) 28”x 10”
* Scraps of white-on-white or cream-on-cream

Also acceptable is

* Silver or gold on white or cream

* Press all fabrics before cutting

*  Start the project with a new, small needle

*  Stitch with a medium-dark neutral thread that will not show through on the navy

Cutting instructions

From the navy fabric

e One 3"x3" square

e Four 1V4" squares
From white-on-white/cream

e Four 1%" x 1 3/4" (these will make the points of the star)
e One 2"x 2" centre square

Construction
On the white squares, use a sharp pencil to mark a diagonal line across the centre and another %" either side. Place

on the large navy square on opposite corners going diagonally. Machine using stitch length 1.8. Then cut along the
centre diagonal line. Press to the white side.
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Mark the diagonal on the remaining two white/cream squares as before.
Place one on each half piece and stitch, cut and press as before.

Once pressed, you will need to trim to 2” x 1%4” as shown. Use the diagonal line on your ruler to ensure accuracy. You
now have four “flying geese”.

Attach a flying geese to two opposite sides of the centre square, ensuring the navy middle is on the outer edge.
Add a navy square to each end of the two remaining flying geese.

These then attach to the two remaining sides of the centre square. Ensuring you “nest” the seam at the corner points
will enable accuracy in piecing.
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Trim to 3%” x 314",
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Evening star variation

Changing the centre square slightly will vary the design — the 2” centre is the variation, with an hourglass.

Cutting instructions

Cut one light and one navy square, each 2%” x 2%”.

Hourglass centres

Place a dark and light 234" x 2%” square, right sides together and complete as before. Press the seam on both pieces
the same way to ensure when placed together they “nest” to ensure accuracy when stitching.

Place two of the new squares right sides together ensuring you “nest” the seam and navy is on white and white is on
navy. Draw, stitch and cut diagonal lines as before. Press open and trim to 2” x 2”. Complete the block as previous
instructions.

You now have two new centre squares (hourglasses)

Complete the block in the same way as described earlier. Alternatively, you could use a white and cream instead of
the navy.
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